Welcome Address of the Rector of the University of Regensburg
Bernhard WEBER, PhD, Professor
Dean of the Medical Faculty of the University of Regensburg

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear guests and colleagues,

Dear Dr. Blobel,

As Dean of the Medical Faculty at the University of Regensburg it is my great pleasure to welcome you all to the international eHealth conference entitled “Combining Health Telematics, Telemedicine, Biomedical Engineering and Bioinformatics to the Edge”. The Medical Faculty is proud of the fact that such a meeting like yours takes place at our university hospital. This is why I am particularly endebted to Dr. Blobel, the head of our eHealth Competence Center, and to Dr. Nerlich, who was recently elected president of the International Society for Telemedicine and eHealth. Together, they have paved the way for an exciting development of eHealth activities in Regensburg. 

In this context, one should not forget that the Medical Faculty in Regensburg is a comparably young institution. It was founded only in 1985. At that time, it simply consisted of the Departments of Dentistry. Over the last 20 years, the faculty has slowly grown to now more than 30 medical Departments. Today, the university hospital houses more than 800 beds and covers all major medical disciplines.

Our main fields in research are inflammatory diseases, oncology and regenerative medicine but we have also strong research groups in neuroscience, proteomics and metabolomics. In each of these areas, eHealth plays an important role. Thanks to Dr. Blobel and Dr. Nerlich our university is now in the process of establishing an eHealth Center of international acceptance and reputation. 

From what I have seen, the agenda of the meeting is challenging and addresses a wide range of research topics. Those topics cover international and national approaches to eHealth via legal, social and ethical aspects but also consider novel tools in bioinformatics and genetics for future eHealth approaches. I certainly will not go into further detail as our international chairs and speakers will be much better suited to give you deeper insights into each of those topics. 

Let me rather expand my welcome address with a short historical note. The city of Regensburg as well as the population in the Eastern part of Bavaria, known as the Oberpfalz (Upper Palatinate), had to live for many decades closely with a situation known as the “Iron Curtain”, which separated Eastern from Western Europe for almost half a century. With Glasnost and Perestroika, the Iron Curtain has become a thing of the past and Regensburg is now on its way back to regain its former status as a gate between the East and the West. You have to know that already hundreds of years ago, Regensburg was an important location for trade between Western and Eastern Europe. In this context, the Runtingers should be mentioned, one of the most important and influential families in these times. The prospering economy has been the basis for the medieval Regensburg to become also a cultural centre. The old part of town is living testimony of these times and I dearly hope you will grasp the opportunity to explore the old part of Regensburg. As for science and research, meetings like yours will also be helpful to regain Regensburg’s former status and its central role in the region. Particularly the eHealth topic has the potential to help with our efforts and to overcome (electronically) geographic borders. 

I would be pleased if this congress meets your individual expectations at the scientific but also the private level. I also hope that you will find the time for personal contacts with your colleagues. In any case, please take my advice and enjoy a visit to our beautiful historic city. You may have heard that this part of Regensburg has recently been awarded the status of a World Heritage Site and with that has closed ranks with world wonders such as the Taj Mahal in India or the Chinese Wall. Presently, there are also several romantic Christmas fairs downtown, preferably in the evening this is a stunning experience. Hopefully, the science and the special atmosphere of Regensburg will make you remember our wonderful city for a long time. Thank you and enjoy your staying with us.

